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Metamorphosis
Metamorphosis is Change is Transformation

What does it mean to you? Can you help change the world? Your neighborhood? Yourself?

“2008 Summer Reading Program,” New York State Library, NY State Education Department 

http://www.summerreadingnys.org/teens/index.html
Real Men Read – 

A Transforming Summer Reading List for Guys and Their Little Brothers

     The basis of the Bellport High School 2008 Summer Reading List was drawn from one originally compiled by Library Director and author Michael Sullivan, entitled “120 Books for Boys,” which was distributed at the May 8, 2008 Eastern Suffolk BOCES School Library System Liaison Meeting.  See “Turning Boys Into Lifelong Readers Through Literary Lunches,” http://www.esboces.org/newsp.cfm?uProgID=10&uNewsArtID=726
     Most of the titles on his list are in the BHS Library and other district libraries, but I have added titles that I think would appeal to young men of senior high school age - they are in turquoise.  Based on his advice on male reading (books that focus on action and practical information),  my aim is to have male students view reading as a skill they can share with family members as well as one they can savor by themselves.  Visit the Bellport High School Library Website for a list in continual metamorphosis with synopses for all titles and book covers. ~ PS – Girls will like many of these titles also.  Have a happy and safe summer my friends.

~ Jayne Johnsen-Seeberger, Librarian, Bellport High School, Brookhaven, New York – 5/15/08

http://www.southcountry.org/HIGHSCHOOL/BHS%20Library/2008%20Summer%20Reading/2008%20Summer%20Reading%20Real%20Men%20Read.doc
To Read to Your Baby Brother

	


	Boy Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs, by Kathleen Kudlinski
“Peel back the veneer of authority from any scientific idea, and you'll see that facts aren't as constant as they seem. With a lighthearted tone, Kudlinski introduces young readers to the notion that scientists are often way off in their assumptions -- and they aren't ashamed to admit it.” Horn Book

	


	Dirt Boy, by Erik John Slangerup
To avoid taking a bath, Fister Farnello runs away from home and is befriended by Dirt Man, a filthy giant who lives in the woods.


	


	Dog Breath: The Horrible Trouble with Hally Tosis, by Dav Pilkey
Hally, the Tosis family dog, has such bad breath that Mr. and Mrs. Tosis plan to give her away, until she proves to be an invaluable watchdog.


	


	I Stink!, by Kate McMullan
A big city garbage truck makes its rounds, consuming everything from apple cores and banana peels to leftover ziti with zucchini.


	


	No, David!, by David Shannon
A young boy is depicted doing a variety of naughty things for which he is repeatedly admonished, but finally he gets a hug.


	
	The Rules, by Marty Kelly



	


	The Secret Science Project That Almost Ate the School, by Judy Sierra and Stephen Gammell
A girl sends off for "Professor Swami's Super Slime" to use as her science fair project and then has to cope with the funny disaster that follows.


	


	Shortcut, by David Macaulay
Visual clues provide answers to the mysterious interrelationship of a series of brief stories.

	


	True Story of the Three Little Pigs, by Jon Scieszka
The wolf gives his own outlandish version of what really happened when he tangled with the three little pigs.


	


	The Truth About Poop, by Susan E. Goodman
A compendium of fascinating, weird, and gross facts about excrement.


	


	Underwear! , by Mary Elise Mondell
Bismark the Buffalo is grumpy and unlovable until his friends teach him how to laugh and show him that wearing colorful underwear can be great fun.



To Read with Your Younger Brother

	


	Dino Dung: The Scoop on Fossil Feces, by Karen Chin & Thom Holmes (gr. 2-4)

Describes how scientists study the coprolites, or fossilized feces, of dinosaurs and explains what coprolites can teach about dinosaurs and their world.



	


	The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel in Words and Pictures, by Brian Selznick

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized.
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	Outside and Inside Mummies, by Sandra Markle (gr. 4-6)

Describes the technology that is used in uncover the many secrets of mummies including how they died, their age, and their diet.

	


	Oh Yuck!: The Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty, by Joy Masoff (gr. 4-8)
An alphabetical collection of articles about disgusting things, from acne, ants, and bacteria to worms, x-periments, and zits.

	


	It’s Disgusting and We Ate It! by James Solheim (gr. 3-6)
A collection of poems, facts, statistics, and stories about unusual foods and eating habits from around the world and throughout history.

	


	Tough Boy Sonatas, by Curtis L. Crisler with illustrations by Floyd Cooper
A collection of nearly forty poems that explores the struggles and joys of poor African-American boys in Gary, Indiana, reflecting the difficult circumstances they face.

	


	What Stinks? By Marilyn Singer (gr. 4-6)
Illustrated text and photographs describe a number of smelly plants and animals including skunks and camels, the rafflesia blossom, ginkgo trees, and animal feces and urine.



	


	What’s Living in Your Bedroom? By Andrew Solway (gr. 4-6)
Describes tiny creatures that live in beds, carpets, clothes, wood, and rotting food, explaining how they survive and illustrates with photos. Takes a closer look at: Specks of dust; Dust busters; Living dust; Airborne illness; Bedbugs; More bloodsuckers; Carpet crawlers; Clothes moths; Chewing old wood; Moldy and rotten; Passengers and parasites.

	


	The Art of the Catapult: Build Greek Ballistae, Roman Onagers, English Trebuchets, and More Ancient Artillery, by William Gurstelle (gr. 5+)

Presents detailed illustrated instructions for building seven historic catapults that rely on using the basic skill of math and physics and includes a history of siege.

	


	This Book Really Sucks!: The Science Behind Gravity, Flight, Leeches, Black Holes, Tornadoes, Our Friend the Vacuum Cleaner, and Most Everything Else That Sucks, by the editors of Planet Dexter (gr. 3-6)
Book is covered with bath mat-like material with suction cups. A humorous, but factual, discussion of all sorts of things that suck: gravity, leeches, babies, straws, and more.




To Read If You Like True Stories

	


	Dinosaurs : the most complete, up-to-date encyclopedia for dinosaur lovers of all ages, by Thomas R. Holtz (gr. 7-12)
A comprehensive encyclopedia the provides information on dinosaurs, their history, evolution, distribution, appearance, habitats, and eventual extinction.

	


	How math explains the world - A beginner's guide to the power of numbers, from car repair to modern physics, by James D. Stein


	


	The Last Dive: A Father and Son's Fatal Descent into the Ocean's Depths, by Bernie Chowdhury

Explores the thrill of deep-sea diving and explains how one father-son diving team's obsession with diving cost them their lives.



	


	Life in Prison, by Stanley “Tookie” Williams (YA)

The author, imprisoned on Death Row since 1981, describes life in prison, warning young readers not to make the mistakes he made.

	


	Parasites: Latching On to a Free Lunch, by Paul Fleisher (YA)
Explores the world of parasites, with particular attention to those that infest and are hazardous to human life.

	


	Phineas Gage: A Gruesome But True Story About Brain Science, by John Fleischman (gr. 5-8)

The true story of Phineas Gage, whose brain had been pierced by an iron rod in 1848, and who survived and became a case study in how the brain functions.

	


	The Radioactive Boy Scout: The Frightening True Story of a Whiz Kid and His Homemade Nuclear Reactor, by Ken Silverstein (gr. 9-12)

Tells the story of David Hahn, the Michigan teenager who built a nuclear breeder reactor in his backyard in 1994, endangering the residents of his Michigan hometown and raising the ire of the federal government.

	


	Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex, by Nat Philbrick (gr. 6-10)

Recounts the 1820 sinking of the whaleship "Essex" by an enraged sperm whale and how the crew of young men survived against impossible odds.  Based on the author's adult book "In the Heart of the Sea."


To Read for Some Drama

	


	American Shaolin, by Matthew Polly
Matthew Polly recounts the experiences he had during the two years he spent living and studying in China, performing with the Shaolin monks, who taught Matthew important lessons about life and his place in the universe.

	


	Bronx Masquerade, by Nikki Grimes

While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems they've written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless classmates.



	


	Freewill, by Chris Lynch

A teenager trying to recover from the tragic death of his father and stepmother believes himself to be responsible for the rash of teen suicides occurring in his town.

	


	Meely LaBauve, by Ken Wells

Fifteen-year-old Meely LaBauve spends his time along the Catahoula Bayou trying to help his father avoid the local police.


	


	Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal, by Mal Peet

“Written in cinematic prose, and peopled by well-drawn, multidimensional characters. Intense and riveting, it is a mystery, a tale of passion, and a drama about resistance fighters in the Netherlands during World War II.” School Library Journal



	


	A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail, by Bill Bryson (gr. 9+) 

Author Bill Bryson provides an account of his experiences hiking the Appalachian Trail with a childhood friend, telling of how they survived a blizzard, got lost, and had encounters with eccentric characters, and rude yuppies along the way.


To Read If You Like Action & Adventure
	


	Alex Rider Adventures, a series of 9 books by Anthony Horowitz 

As a spy for Britain's intelligence agency M16, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider has been shot at by international terrorists, chased down a mountainside, stood face to face with evil...what's next?

	


	The Car, The Rifle, and Dog Song, by Gary Paulsen

A teenager left on his own travels west in a kit car he built himself, and along the way picks up two Vietnam veterans, who take him on an eye-opening journey.

	


	Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two, by Joseph Bruchac

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.


	


	Countdown, Rescue Josh Maguaire and Touching Spirit Bear , by Ben Mikaelsen

In two parallel stories, a fourteen-year-old boy who is NASA's first Junior Astronaut and a fourteen-year-old Masai herder in Kenya both edge into maturity while questioning their family traditions.


	


	The Everest series, Island series and Dive series by Gordon Korman
The climbing contest to see who will be the youngest person to climb Mount Everest turns into a life-or-death rescue mission.


	


	I am the Messenger, by Markus Zusak
After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy begins receiving mysterious messages that direct him to addresses where people need help, and he begins getting over his lifelong feeling of worthlessness. 

	


	Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster, by Jon Krakauer (YA+)

The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during its deadliest season and examines what it is about the mountain that makes people willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense.

	


	Monster and Shooter, by Walter Dean Myers

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken.


	


	Night of the Howling Dogs, by Graham Salisbury (gr. 5-8)

Eleven Boy Scouts, their leaders, and some new friends camping at Halape, Hawaii, in 1975, find their survival skills put to the test when a massive earthquake strikes, followed by a tsunami.

	


	A Week in the Woods, by Andrew Clements (gr. 5-8)
The fifth grade's annual camping trip in the woods tests Mark's survival skills and his ability to relate to a teacher who seems out to get him.



	


	The Young Man and the Sea, by Rodman Philbrick

After his mother's death, twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman decides that it is up to him to earn money to take care of himself and his father, so he undertakes a dangerous trip alone out on the ocean off the coast of Maine to try to catch a huge bluefin tuna.


	
	

	
	


To Read If You Like To Laugh

	


	Boy 2 Girl, by Terence Blacker

After the death of his mother, Sam moves from California and comes to live with his cousin in England; and as a prank, he dresses up as a girl for school. “Sitcomlike high jinks ensue; Sam(antha) isn't just a new girl on campus-"she" teaches the (real) girls how to fight, and the most popular boy falls for "her… simply begs guided discussions about the concept of gender.” School Library Journal


	


	Escapade Johnson and Mayham at Mount Moosilauke, by Michael Sullivan

Escapade Johnson, bored with himself and everything around him, gets a wake-up call when his class goes on a field trip and he ends up face-to-face with an angry bear. 



	


	Gender Blender, by Blake Nelson

When the students in health class at George Wilson Middle School are assigned girl/boy partners to discuss gender issues, no one could imagine that two students would actually switch bodies.

	


	Gil's All Fright Diner, by A. Lee Martinez
Earl and Duke stop in at a roadside diner in Rockwood County, and Loretta, the cafe's owner asks them to help solve the zombie problem that is troubling the local town.

	


	Harris and Me, by Gary Paulson

Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, an eleven-year-old city boy meets his distant cousin Harris and is given an introduction to a whole new world.

	


	The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, by Douglas Adams.
Presents an illustrated, twenty-fifth anniversary edition of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy," the story of a young man who is rescued by an alien friend seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway.

	


	Hoot, by Carl Hiaasen

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.

	
	Is That a Dead Dog in Your Locker, by Todd Strasser          Not yet published.

	


	‘Joey Pigza” Series, by Jack Gantos
Hilarious and emotionally honest--some of the problems this hyperactive hero has had to deal with is controlling his mood swings when his prescription wears off, dealing with his disfunctional family, and developing a friendship with Olivia Lapp.


	


	Lamb; The Gospel According to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal, by Chistopher Moore

Presents a humorous imagining of Jesus Christ's life, told by his longtime friend, Biff, taking a fresh look at his relationship with Mary Magdelene, the roles of the disciples, his crucifixion, and the Resurrection.

	


	The Last Burp of Mac McGerp, by Pam Smallcomb

Mac McGerp, winner of the Best Burper first prize at the Tri-county Fair, and his good friend, Lido, try to figure out how to deal with the new repressive school principal.


	


	Legend of Captain Crow’s Teeth, and Legend of Spud Murphy, by Eoin Colfer

Will and Marty Woodman travel with their family to a small seaside town famous for its resident ghost, pirate Captain Augustine Crow, who haunts the seashore.


	


	Loser, by Jerry Spinelli

Even though his classmates from first grade on have considered him strange and a loser, Donald Zinkoff's optimism and exuberance and the support of his loving family do not allow him to feel that way about himself.


	


	Son of the Mob, and Son of the Mob: Hollywood Hustle, and No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman

Seventeen-year-old Vince's life is constantly complicated by the fact that he is the son of a powerful Mafia boss, a relationship that threatens to destroy his romance with the daughter of an FBI agent.


	


	Storky: How I Lost My Nickname and Won the Girl “Supernatural Rubber Chicken” Series, by D. L. Garfinkle

Fourteen-year-old high school student Michael "Storky" Pomerantz's journal describes his freshman year, from dealing with his mother's dating his dentist to attempting to win the heart of the girl he loves.


	


	Swear to Howdy, by Wendelin Van Draanen

Two thirteen-year-old boys share neighborhood adventures, complaints about their older sisters, family secrets, and even guilt that bind them together in a special friendship.


	


	Tepper Isn’t Going Out, by Calvin Trillin

Mailing list broker Murray Tepper's practice of finding choice parking spots in Manhattan and plugging the meter while he sits in the car and reads the newspaper, begins to attract both positive and negative attention from other drivers, the mayor, and the media.

	


	“The Time Warp Trio” series, by Jon Scieszka (gr. 3-6)
The author’s tongue-in-cheek humor sets the pace for his award-winning tales in this zany series. This wacky trio, Joe, Jodie, and Anna, keeps warping in and out of Brooklyn in these space-and-time, travel adventures.


	


	Toad Rage, by Morris Gleitzman

Determined to understand why humans hate cane toads and toimprove relations between the species, Limpy embarks on a dangerous trek from his swamp to the Summer Olympics in Sydney, Australia.



To Read To Learn How to Do Stuff

	


	Building Bots: Designing and Building Warrior Robots, by William Gurstelle (gr. 9+)

A guide to building and designing warrior robots like the ones featured on popular television shows that provides step-by-step instructions for each step of the process.



	


	Cool Stuff 2.0 and How It Works, by Chris Woodford (gr. 4-8)

Looks at a variety of technological developments and inventions and explains how they work, featuring photographs, illustrations, and descriptions of smoke detectors, hydroponics, E-books, roller coasters, robots, jet skis, VentureOne, the space station, fusion reactors, the Falkirk wheel, ejector seats, tsunami alerts, and many other things.



	


	The Worst-case Scenario Survival Handbook, by Joshua Piven (gr. 9+)

"How to: --Escape from quicksand. -- Wrestle an alligator. --Break down a door. --Land a plane.  Presents advice from experts on the techniques they would use to respond to a variety of emergency situations such as delivering a baby in a taxi, fending off a shark, landing an airplane, and others.

	


	Clueless about cars : an easy guide to car maintenance and repair, by Lisa Christensen with Dan Laxer
A guide to car repair and maintenance, with a new chapter on hybrids, providing an introduction to the mechanical parts of the car, discussing preventive maintenance and safety tasks, symptoms of trouble, and buying and selling a car, and including instructions for simple repairs, as well as advice on how to communicate with a mechanic.


To Read If You Like Sports
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	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian, by Sherman Alexie
“Explores Indian identity, both self and tribal, in the story  of a teen who loves to draw and who expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation school to the white school – he finds himself making friends and starting on the basketball team.” School Library J.
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	The Chicken Doesn’t Skate, by Gordon Korman

Wild things happen at the South Middle School when Milo's science project, Henrietta the chicken, becomes the hockey team's mascot and their only chance for a winning season.


	


	Cover-Up: Mystery at the Super Bowl, and Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery, by John Feinstein
Two teenagers learn that every player on a professional football team--which is supposed to play in the Super Bowl--has failed their drug test and the owner has covered up the results, and now they must find a way to prove it.


	


	Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream, by H.G. Bissinger.
Chronicles a football season in Odessa, Texas, exploring the role of high school sports in America and how they can bring communities together, and tear them apart.

	


	Gym Candy, by Carl Deuker

The author “tackles high school steroid use with his usual spot-on characterizations, exciting game-play descriptions, and an entirely credible depiction of one athlete's decision to use illegal substances to become bigger, faster, and stronger.” School Library Journal



	


	Heat, and The Big Field, and Travel Team by Mike Lupica

When fourteen-year-old baseball player Hutch feels threatened by the arrival of a new teammate named Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about both Darryl and his remote and silent father, who was once a great ballplayer too.


	


	How Angel Paterson Got His Name, and Other Outrageous Tales of Extreme Sports, by Gary Paulsen
Author relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern Minnesota in the late 1940s and early 1950s, such as skiing behind a souped-up car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel.



	


	Off the Crossbar, by David Skuy

New kid Charlie decides to stand up for himself and accept the challenge to join the school's hockey team.

	


	Pinned, by Alfred C. Martino

Dealing with family problems, girls, and their own competitive natures, high school seniors Ivan Korske and Bobby Zane face each other in the final match of the New Jersey State Wrestling Championship.


	


	Three Clams and an Oyster, by Randy Powell

During their humorous search to find a fourth player for their flag football team, three high school juniors are forced to examine their long friendship, their individual flaws, and their inability to try new experiences.


To Read To Be Afraid

	


	Bloodsucking Friends, A Dirty Job, by Christopher Moore

A red-headed vampire named Jody sets her sights on C. Thomas Flood, a night-clerking aspiring writer from San Francisco, and finds more than one way to satisfy her hunger.

	


	“Cirque Du Freak: The Saga of Darren Shan” series, “The Demonata” series by, Darren Shan

Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a vampire and a deadly spider forces them to make life-changing choices.


	


	The Ghost’s Grave, by Peg Kehlert

Apprehensive about spending the summer in Washington State with his Aunt Ethel when his parents get an overseas job, twelve-year-old Josh soon finds adventure when he meets the ghost of a coal miner.

	


	Horowitz Horror: Stories You’ll Wish You Never Read and the “Gatekeepers” series, by Anthony Horowitz

Bath night -- Killer camera -- Light moves -- The night bus -- Harriet's horrible dream -- Scared -- A career in computer games -- The man with the yellow face -- The monkey's ear. Nine horror stories set in England focus on everyday items that have sinister qualities.


	


	The Scary States of America, by Michael Teitelbaum
True events prompted the author to gather these fifty weird and terrifying storied and introduces tales of the paranormal from each state of the Union.

	


	The Weird 100: A Collection of the Strange and Unexplained, by Stephen Spignesi
Contains photographs, drawings, and positive and negative comments on one hundred of the world's biggest mysteries, such as who built the monuments on Easter Island, what really happens in near-death experiences, and the origins on crop circles.


To Read To Be In Another World

	


	“The Bartimaeus Trilogy” series, by Jonathan Stroud

Follows the adventures of Nathaniel, a young magician, as he makes a rapid rise through the government of an alternative Britain with the help of witty and wisecracking Bartimaeus, a djinni he first summons to assist him in a plan of revenge, and who later plays an important role in saving London and the entire country.


	


	Firebirds Rising: An Anthology of Original Science Fiction and Fantasy
Contains sixteen original science fiction and fantasy stories, including selections by Charles de Lint, Tamora Pierce, Alan Dean Foster, Sharon Shinn, and others.


	


	“The Five Ancestors” series, by Jeff Stone

It is said that today's martial arts come from the teachings of five young warrior monks, who are known in legend as the Five Ancestors. Each is named after an animal for each is the youngest-ever master of that animal's fighting style.

	


	The House of the Scorpion, by Nancy Farmer

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.


	


	Jonathan Strange and Mr. Norrell, by Susanna Clarke

Magician, Mr. Norrel of Hurtfew Abbey, uses his powers against Napoleon and the French in 1806 and is soon challenged by Jonathan Strange, a novice magician, who becomes obsessed with the Raven King, the twelfth-century founder of English magic and bizarre forms of magic.

	


	“The Last Apprentice” series, by Joseph Delaney

Young Tom starts work as an apprentice for the village spook, whose job is to protect ordinary folk from "ghouls, boggarts, and all manner of wicked beasties."

	


	“Percy Jackson & the Olympians” series, by Rick Riordan

Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr.

	


	“Rangers Apprentice” series, by John Flanagan

When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt, and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger.


	


	“Tales of the Otori” series, by Lian Hearn

In ancient Japan, Takeo, a sixteen-year-old saved from a massacre by the mysterious Lord Otori, struggles to reconcile his dual nature--the one given him by the Hidden, the pacifist people among whom he was born and raised, and the one inherited from his father, a celebrated assassin. A spellbinding Asian adventure in a format as unique as its story!

	


	“The Secrets of Droon” series, by Tony Abbott

Eric and his friends find entry into the mysterious world of Droon by using a staircase in Eric's basement. What fate awaits them there? Thirty seven titles are in this series beginning with City in the clouds.

	
	“The Tamuli” series, by David Eddings                         Due out November 2008


	


	“The Temeraire” series, by Naomi Novik: His Majesty’s Dragon, Throne of Jade, and Black Powder War
After capturing a French frigate and seizing its precious cargo, Captain Will Laurence of the HMS "Reliant" befriends the dragon Temeraire and uses his new friend to help defend his country from other airborne dragon forces.



	


	Thud, by Terry Prachett

A satirical comedy in which great hostility exists between trolls and dwarfs.



To Read To Visit the Edge of Science

	


	Airborn, by Kenneth Oppel

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.

	


	The City of Ember, by Jeanne DuPrau

In the city of Ember, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.

	


	Defect, by Will Weaver

After spending most of his life in Minnesota foster homes hiding a bizarre physical abnormality, fifteen-year-old David is offered a chance at normalcy but must decide if giving up what makes him special is the right thing to do.


	


	Feed, by M. T. Anderson

In a future where most people have computer implants in their heads to control their environment, a boy meets an unusual girl who is in serious trouble.

	


	“Maximum Ride” series, by James Patterson

 In The Angel Experiment, after the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "birdkids," who are the result of genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins and purpose.
The Final Warning (#5) will be available September 1, 2008

	


	Firestorm, by David Klass
After learning that he has been sent from the future for a special purpose, eighteen-year-old Jack receives help from an unusual dog and a shape-shifting female fighter.

	


	First Light, by Rebecca Stead

“Thea lives in Gracehope, a world hidden inside Greenland's ice cap. Her English ancestors, hunted and slaughtered as accused witches seven generations earlier, retreated beneath the ice. But now, the population has increased to 600; births are limited and food rationed. Thea believes that the intent of the Settlers was to one day return to the world above.  Alternating with Thea's story is that of Peter, a seventh grader from New York City who is in Greenland for six weeks while his father investigates the melting ice cap. Peter and Thea are fully developed main characters. Thea especially, with her growing independence from her family and her determination to help her people, is a strong and memorable protagonist. A great discussion starter of issues ranging from global warming to shunning and building a new society.” School Library Journal
Available October 4, 2008



	


	The Last Book in the Universe, by Rodman Philbrick

After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic teenager nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human intelligence back to the Earth of a distant future.


	


	“Time Soldiers” series, by Kathleen Duey (K-3)
Digital special effects and easy-to-read text make these titles appealing to audiences of all ages. With resourcefulness and teamwork, the Time Soldiers elude danger while introducing readers to new vocabulary and historical events. Some titles are: Pony Express; Arthur; Mummy; Patch; Rex, etc.
Leonardo, #8 will be available on November 1, 2008



	


	The Transmogrification of Roscoe Wizzle, by David Elliot (gr. 3-6)
After eating constantly at the fast food restaurant known as Gussy's, ten-year-old Roscoe finds himself turning into a giant bug.


	


	Unwind, by Neal Schusterman

Three teens embark upon a cross-country journey in order to escape from a society that salvages body parts from children ages thirteen to eighteen. (YA)




To Read for the Visual Storytelling Charge

	


	The Arrival, by Shaun Tan
In this wordless graphic novel, a man leaves his homeland and sets off for a new country, where he must build a new life for himself and his family.

.

	


	Age of Reptiles, by Ricardo Delgado (AD)
A detailed review of the Age of Reptiles, focusing on the interrelationships between the amphibians and reptiles who lived during the era and their connections with their environment.
.



	


	Basilisk, by Futaro Yamada and Masaki Segawa

Two teens who discover they are sharing the same dream of dragons fight to stop the evil dictator from bringing their dreams to life in the form of a terrible basilisk with the power to literally scare people to death. (YA)

	


	The Book of Magic, by Neil Gaiman

This graphic novel about a boy who is introduced to the possibilities of magic was originally published in magazine form as The Books of Magic, 1-4).

	


	“Captain Underpants” series, by Dav Pilkey (gr. 3-6)
In The Adventures of Captain Underpants: The First Epic Novel , when George and Harold hypnotize their principal into thinking that he is the superhero Captain Underpants, he leads them to the lair of the nefarious Dr. Diaper, where they must defeat his evil robot henchmen.


	


	“D.N. Angel” series, by Yukiru Sugisaki (YA)
Middle school student Daisuke Niwa inherits a family condition that causes him to turn into his alter ego Phantom Thief Dark every time he looks at his crush Risa, and the problem is compounded when Dark develops a passion for Risa's twin, Riku.  Translated from the Japanese and is printed  'manga-style' in the authentic Japanese right-to-left format.

	


	Fray, by Josh Whedon, et al

Hundreds of years in the future, a young girl learns she has a great destiny that may unite a fallen city against a demonic plot to consume mankind.  This volume collects issues one through eight of the Dark Horse comic-book miniseries Fray.

	


	“Negima: Master Negi Magi” series, by Ken Akamatsu

In volume 1, ten-year-old Negi Springfield was hoping to become a master wizard; instead he is assigned to an all-girls' school in Japan to teach English.
In volume 18, Misora plays a trick on the student body by impersonating a priest in order to learn their secrets.
Volume 19 will be available September 9, 2008.

Translated from the Japanese.

	


	Safari Journal: The Adventures in Africa of Carey Monroe, by Hudson Talbott

(gr. 5-8)

Twelve-year-old Casey is unhappy about being sent on a trip to Kenya with his wacky Aunt Elaine, until he encounters fascinating customs, endangered animals, and wild adventures.


	


	Summer Reading is Killing Me, by Jon Scieszka
At the beginning of summer vacation Joe, Sam, and Fred find themselves trapped inside their summer reading list, involved in a battle between good and evil characters from well-known children's books.

	


	“Vampire Knight” series, by Matsuri Hino

In volume 1, Yuki Cross and Zero Kiryu are the guardians of Cross Academy assigned to protect the humans in Day Class from the vampires in the Night Class, but Yuki believes that the humans and vampires can coexist peacefully.  Series is up to Vol. 5 which will be available September 2, 2008.  Translated from the Japanese.  This manga also contains material that was originally published in 2006 in English in Shojo Beat magazine.
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	Wireman, by Sue Stauffacher (download free at http://www.suestauffacher.com/)
Wireman has been featured in the School Library Journal May 2008 edition as a comic book series as literacy tool. Eight years in the making, the “Wireman” comic series was designed to meet a need for literature that appealed to late, reluctant and non-English speaking readers: The series focuses on the 100 most common words in the English language since the 100 most common words make up 50% of all written English. It provides minority readers the opportunity to see themselves reflected in literature, a key component of positive identity formation for young readers, and an added bonus to encourage kids to want to read. The language is simple but the story is complex, engaging the intelligence of older readers and creating the desire to read an unfolding mystery with ‘cliffhanger’ endings. The image of the comic is sophisticated, removing the stigma associated with primers. The comic is available free for download for educational purposes.
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