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FIRE WCTIMS Nurses at Brookhaven Memorial Hnap |.’.1] East pitalized by the fire were released over the week end. As faulty wiring was.

g [’ml:oguc: attend students injured in fire that swept blamed for the fire, Suffolk County Executive Dennison said he might order
ﬁ»ﬂpnrt Junior-Senior High School F “riday, Some who suffered mmL{ poison- countywide survey to determine if schools have adequate fire-escape malm
ing ate in oxygen tents, but all are recovering. Fourteen of the 37 persons hos- {Story, other photos on Page 3.)

Cap:fal Punishment: Right or Wrong’

(See Pros and Cons on Page 44)



Eye Study of School F lre-Escape Needs‘

By Robert Uris and Maurice Swift

Bellport — Suffolk County Executive Dennison said yestesday
that he may order a countvwide survey to determine if schools have
adequate fire-escape facilities. His statement came in the wake of
Friday's fire at the Bellport [unior-Senior High School, where 990
persons fled, many injuring themselves by leaping from second-story
windows. Meanwhile, a top state fire official blamed faulty wiring for
the blaze.

Dennison said, “T cannot understand how and why school build-
ings wouldn't have fire escapes. 1 will probably follow through with
a survey of all schools in the county.” He said he might recommend
the provision of escape facilitics, such as outside stairs and pmtacted
stzinwalls, where needed on twostory school buildings. State law
does mot tequite outside fire escapes on buildings less than . three
stories high.

In the fire, which broke out in the school’s auditorium shorthy
before classes were to end, 36 students and a tmd:erwarehmp:t:lmad.
many with smoke posoning. By last night, 14 had been sent home.

Suspicions that Feulty wiring in the ceiling of the auditorium
was to blame for the fire were given unofficial confirmation yesterday
by Geosge H. Proper Jr., acﬁnuduechnﬂfthrsmx&rsmufl"ut
Safety. He said his imvestigation indicated that the fire had been
camsed by electrical wiring in the concealed space between the flat
wof af the school and the inside ceiling. Proper was critical of the
“hollew ceiling” type constuction in the 34-year-old wing. “If you
hme:mmb&spane 2 fire can spread m;al}nﬂ&:ﬂgbe}nmus
noticed,” sud-Proper. “We have a standard suggestion to avoid wsing
concealed space in buildings” However, he sad the stmctare was
typical of buildings constructed 30 or more ¥ears ago.

Make Report Today

Proper was scheduled to meet today with Saffolk Police Com-
missioner John E. Bamry, Suffolk asistant fire coordinator Lloyd Case
and other county officials to review the fire and examine reports of
the imvestization. Bamy said preliminary indicated the e
was started by a short circoit in electrical wiring in the ‘auditorium
ceiling. This is also Proper's opinion, although no formal report has
been made attsibuting the fire to faulty wirmg, Bary said a summary
of the Findings would be released after today’s meeting, which will
be held in coonty firematic headquarters, Yaphank,

Over the week end, 14 of the 37 by the
fire were released from Brookhaven Memorial Hospital. Owe of the
students was removed from the crtical hist. Among those sent home
was teacher Deward Eades of 3 George Ct., Bellport, who suffered a
back injury. He mas the only teecher mjured. The other shedents were
kept i the hospital. still suffering from smoke poisoning and minor
injuries. Sixteen of them remained in ouygen tents bst aight. The
only student on the critical Hst is. John Ablers, 13, of 730 B:l!part
Ave., Bellport. He suffered Fractused ank'ss, internal injuries and
smoke poisoning,

Inﬂﬂﬂa:mﬂmﬂeﬂpﬂ‘ Sc]wo'l Board met in lengthy session
yesterday bo map foture action. A board spobesman said the students
mﬂpmhﬁrreﬁmntﬂcbssesmadauhlﬁsﬁmnnhmwmlﬁm:&q
days in the mew, unbamed wing of the school. This was protected
fram the fire by huge fire doors. The spokesman said the students
woald oot seturn undil the updimeged wing had been thoroughly

—LCoatinwed on Page 56

Fred H. Strybing, the window through

which he escaped

Newsday Phata by Lroash
CLOSE CALL. Fred W. Sirybing, 14, shows his father, Suffolk County Police Capt.

during blaze at the Bell

Junior-Senior H'g'h School. The elder Strybing was amang police who helped the injured.
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TEX Pt:n.'iL Called Firm

W ashngtﬂu [AP}—Deputy Secretary of Defense
Roswell L. Epahacsmdlntnghtmatﬂw[)e-
fense t would not reverse its decision om
awarding of the controversial TFX a.trplanc contract
despite criticism from some memberss of a con-
gressiona] commitiee.

Gilpatric szid the jedgment of the d
in awarding the design contract fo General l}-
namics and Cromman Aircraft Engineering
Cm}o(lnnglslaadwuldbcbumew;“wbtn
afl the facts are in™ He said that a Senate investi-

gating subcommittee, headed by Sen. Johm L. Me-
C]E!lan (D-Ask.), had prescated “op to now a con-
fused and at times omesided, view of the case.”
The sabcommittee, probing mumors of politics be-
hind the award, has said its findings show that
Bocing Co. offered a cheaper and hetter desisn
than General Dvnamics-Grumman. However, Gil-
patric, in an interview om NBC's "Meet the
Press,” noted that the bearings had not been com-
pleted and, be szid, the committee had a . well-

desereed nepatation for faimess. (See editoral “No
Beversal” on Page 43.)

Gﬂ;ﬂh&,the%&lm;azheuemﬂe-

denied ﬁtrgmmﬂr t any po was

mﬂx the of the TFX oa any other
defense comtract. “On the basis of the facts as
we know them, we would not change our
ment,” Gﬂparh:r&aﬂwhmasbedftbemtmﬁ
award woald be meversed.

The subcommitice has said that Defense Secre-
tary McNamas overmiled 3 military  evabnation
boasd that voted onanimowsly three times in favor
of the Bocing design. Gilpatric said there wese
three main factors in the case. “Fist is the fact
that both the General Dl‘.llalTlJl:S :md Bocing {offers)
would be acceptable,” he said . This &5 not a
case where only one nf the zmrplaﬂs would meet
the objective. Secondly. the major desire of the De-
fense Department is to find an aizplane of comman
design . . , which would mecet the needs of both

—Coatinued on Page 56
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